Hugh Cairns was born at Port Pirie in South whom all went for advice, She had natural talents Australia on June 26, 1896. That is the starting and a zest for life; she was one to whom everyone in point, but some enrichment should come from a the village went with their troubles. Perhaps from sketch of his early days and his Australian back-her he inherited his love of music, which she taught, ground. To be born of sound, if humble, stock but there was also his father with his violin playing. under days, they still rememagricultural farming ber, he learned so fast land and sheep country. Many of Australia's best that he outshone his companions. There is a vineyards are not far away, and it is a pity that we story current at Riverton that a visitor who had rarely see their products. There Hugh's parents asked him, as, aged about 4 or 5, he sat on the established themselves, his mother in particular floor playing, what he wished to be, received the being still remembered as a very kind woman to reply, "the greatest doctor on earth!" Only just Hugh won a bursary that took him 60 miles to the Adelaide High School. This is a fine school by any standards, as so many Australian schools are, finely rebuilt since Cairns' day. In conversation with his old headmaster, Mr. West, I found that he was deeply impressed still by his memories of the boy. "A bright, frank, and candid boyalways popular but never seeking to be," he said of him, "always top of his class and finally top of the school." No one, I venture to say, will deny that this was a wonderfully accurate forecast of the character of the man. Winning an exhibition he moved on to Adelaide University where he continued his unbroken story of success. There he met Leonard Lindon who, as another oarsman, Rhodes Scholar, and eventual neurosurgeon, became one of his closest friends. They had many qualities in common. Hugh Cairns was not noted, it seems, for athletic prowess until he took up rowing at the University. Soon he was in the Adelaide University crew as he was again at Oxford, gaining his "Blue" in 1920. Rowing men rarely excel at ball games and though Hugh Cairns was interested in all sport he by no means allowed that interest to encroach on his work. Work dominated his life from the earliest days; it was dogged that did it, he was not to be distracted from the task in hand. On leaving Oxford he abandoned rowing to work for his F.R.C.S., the aim of all good Australians with surgical ambitions and a worthy one. He At the special meeting of Congregation at Oxford, convened in Lord Nuffield's presence to carry a decree to set up an organization to establish the new school, Lord Nuffield stood up to speak and said that he had been thinking things over as he listened and decided that the sum he had given was not enough and that he had decided to increase his gift to two million pounds to be applied to the creation of four professorships-medicine, surgery, obstetrics, and anaesthesia. On the last named he was adamant. The University, so Professor Macintosh tells me, boggled over the chair in anaesthetics.
Finding that Lord Nuffield was determined that it was a subject crying for research, so that it was all or nothing, the University gave in. Lord Nuffield followed up in October, 1937, with a further £300,000 for buildings at the Radcliffe Infirmary, for the professorial units and later created the "Nuffield Foundation" for more general educational purposes with ten millions. Lord Nuffield's biographers, P. W. Andrews Frontal Sinus Injuries and Crash Helmets In 1937 Cairns had already shown his interest in paranasal sinus injuries with dural tears. The meningitis, early or later, the cerebrospinal rhinorrhoea or the aerocoeles consequent to these injuries were beautifully described by him. In fact this 1937 paper is the best that he wrote on this subject though later he was to have so much more experience. It has the marks of leisurely writing that the havoc of war made impossible to achieve again. It has about it an aura of excitement, of creation as he built up his story with one case history after another. The accounts of his 13 cases left at the end a logical and satisfying picture of the way to recognize and to treat these conditions. We have to move on to the war years for the sequel to this paper and this took a different line. It was a vigorous attempt at the prevention of these injuries. Cairns, seeing so many of the Army's dispatch riders killed or maimed, carried out a vigorous campaign publicizing the advantages of the crash helmet in papers published in 1941, 1942, 1943, and 1946 . In the 1943 paper he had Holbourn's assistance on the physics of brain injury and on the action of the helmets and the properties of the materials used in their construction.
In the first year of the war three motor cyclists were killed each day, two of them Army riders. The first excitements of war and the blackout coupled sometimes with the recklessness of youth had led to this dreadful wastage. In the first 21 months 2,279 riders and pillion riders had been killed on the road. Here Hugh Cairns had a subject after his own heart, a vigorous campaign could be waged, practical advice given, planning done, people helped. He did it very well indeed. The Army soon made the wearing of crash helmets compulsory (November, 1941 
